OLD TESTAMENT

Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in
our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.” So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God he created him; male and female
he created them. God blessed them and said to them,
“Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds
of the air and over every living creature that moves on
the ground.”

Genesis 9:1-3

“All the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.
Everything that lives and moves will be food for you.
Just as | gave you the green plants, | now give you
everything.”

Numbers 11:21-23

But Moses said, “Here | am among six hundred
thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give them
meat to eat for a whole month!” Would they have
enough if flocks and herds were slaughtered for
them? Would they have enough if all the fish in the
sea were caught for them?” The LORD answered
Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? You will now see
whether or not what | say will come true for you.”

Deuteronomy 4:15-18

Therefore watch yourselves very carefully, so that
you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves
an idol, an image of any shape, whether formed like a
man or a woman, or like any animal on earth or any
bird that flies in the air, or like any creature that
moves along the ground or any fish in the waters
below.

1Kings 4:33

He described plant life, from the cedar of Lebanon to
the hyssop that grows out of walls. He also taught
about animals and birds, reptiles and fish.

Job 12:7-10

“But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the
birds of the air, and they will tell you; or speak to the
earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish of the sea
inform you. Which of all these does not know that the
hand of the LORD has done this? In his hand is the
life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.”

Psalm 8:6-8

You made him ruler over the works of your hands;
you put everything under his feet: all flocks and
herds, and the beasts of the field, the birds of the air,

and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.

Ecclesiastes 9:12

No man knows when his hour will come: As fish are caught
in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so men are
trapped by evil times that fall unexpectedly upon them.

Isaiah 19:8

The fishermen will groan and lament, all who cast hooks
into the Nile; those who throw nets on the water will pine
away.

Isaiah 50:2

“When | came, why was there no one? When | called, why
was there no one to answer? Was my arm too short to
ransom you? Do | lack the strength to rescue you? By a
mere rebuke | dry up the sea, | turn rivers into a desert;
their fish rot for lack of water and die of thirst.”

Jeremiah 16:16
“But now | will send for many fishermen,” declares the
LORD, “and they will catch them.”

Ezekiel 38:20

“The fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the beasts of the
field, every creature that moves along the ground, and all
the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my
presence.”

Ezekiel 47:9-10

“Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river
flows. There will be large numbers of fish, because this
water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so where
the river flows everything will live. Fishermen will stand
along the shore; from En Gedi to En Eglaim there will be
places for spreading nets. The fish will be of many kinds -
like the fish of the Great Sea.”

Hosea 4:3

“Because of this the land mourns, and all who live in it
waste away; the beasts of the field and the birds of the air
and the fish of the sea are dying.”

Jonah 1:17
But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and
Jonah was inside the fish three days and three nights.

Jonah 2:1-10

From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the LORD his God.
He said: “In my distress | called to the LORD, and he
answered me. From the depths of the grave | called for
help, and you listened to my cry. You hurled me into the
deep, into the very heart of the seas, and the currents
swirled about me; all your waves and breakers swept over
me. | said, ‘| have been banished from your sight; yet | will
look again toward your holy temple.” The engulfing waters
threatened me, the deep surrounded me; seaweed was
wrapped around my head. To the roots of the mountains |

sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever. But
you brought my life up from the pit, O LORD my God.
When my life was ebbing away, | remembered you, LORD,
and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. Those who
cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be
theirs. But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to
you. What | have vowed | will make good. Salvation comes
from the LORD.” And the LORD commanded the fish, and
it vomited Jonah onto dry land.

Habakkuk 1:14-15

You have made men like fish in the sea, like sea creatures
that have no ruler. The wicked foe pulls all of them up with
hooks, he catches them in his net, he gathers them up in
his dragnet; and so he rejoices and is glad. Therefore he
sacrifices to his net and burns incense to his dragnet, for
by his net he lives in luxury and enjoys the choicest food.
Is he to keep on emptying his net, destroying nations
without mercy?

Zephaniah 1:3
“I will sweep away both men and animals; | will sweep
away the birds of the air and the fish of the sea.”

NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 4:18-19

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew.
They were casting a net into the lake, for they were
fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will make
you fishers of men.” Going on from there, he saw two other
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John.
They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing
their nets. Jesus called them, and immediately they left the
boat and their father and followed him.

Mark 1:16-17

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon
and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they
were fishermen. “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and | will
make you fishers of men.” At once they left their nets and
followed him. When he had gone a little farther, he saw
James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat,
preparing their nets. Without delay he called them, and
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men and followed him.

Luke 5:1-11

One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of
Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him and
listening to the word of God, he saw at the water's edge
two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing
their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from shore.
Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.
When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out

into deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.”
Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard all
night and haven’t caught anything. But because you
say so, | will let down the nets.” When they had done
so, they caught such a large number of fish that their
nets began to break. So they signaled their partners
in the other boat to come and help them, and they
came and filled both boats so full that they began to
sink. When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’
knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; | am a
sinful man!” For he and all his companions were
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so
were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s
partners. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid,;
from now on you will catch men.” So they pulled their
boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

Matthew 7:9-10

“Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him
a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a
snake?”

Luke 11:11
“Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will
give him a snake instead?”

Matthew 12:39-40

"A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a
miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the
sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three
days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so
the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in
the heart of the earth.”

Matthew 13:47-49

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that
was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish.
When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the
shore. Then they sat down and collected the good
fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it
will be at the end of the age.”

Matthew 14:14-21

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had
compassion on them and healed their sick. As
evening approached, the disciples came to him and
said, “This is a remote place, and it's already getting
late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the
vilages and buy themselves some food.” Jesus
replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat.” “We have here only five loaves of
bread and two fish,” they answered. “Bring them here
to me,” he said. And he directed the people to sit
down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and
broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the people. They all
ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up



twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
The number of those who ate was about five
thousand men, besides women and children.

Mark 6:34-44

When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had
compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd. So he began teaching them
many things. By this time it was late in the day, so his
disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they
said, “and it's already very late. Send the people
away so they can go to the surrounding countryside
and villages and buy themselves something to eat.”
But he answered, “You give them something to eat.”
They said to him, “That would take eight months of a
man’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on
bread and give it to them to eat?” “How many loaves
do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” When they
found out, they said, “Five -- and two fish.” Then
Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in
groups on the green grass. So they sat down in
groups of hundreds and fifties. Taking the five loaves
and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave
thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to
his disciples to set before the people. He also divided
the two fish among them all. They all ate and were
satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve
basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. The
number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.

Luke 9:12-17

Late in the afternoon the Twelve came to him and
said, “Send the crowd away so they can go to the
surrounding villages and countryside and find food
and lodging, because we are in a remote place here.”
He replied, “You give them something to eat.” They
answered, “We have only five loaves of bread and
two fish -- unless we go and buy food for all this
crowd.” (About five thousand men were there.) But he
said to his disciples, “Have them sit down in groups of
about fifty each.” The disciples did so, and everybody
sat down. Taking the five loaves and the two fish and
looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke
them. Then he gave them to the disciples to set
before the people. They all ate and were satisfied,
and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of
broken pieces that were left over.

John 6:5-13

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd
coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we
buy bread for these people to eat?” He asked this
only to test him, for he already had in mind what he
was going to do. Philip answered him, “Eight months’
wages would not buy enough bread for each one to
have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon
Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five
small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far

will they go among so many?” Jesus said, “Have the
people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place,
and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus
then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those
who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the
same with the fish. When they had all had enough to eat,
he said to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left
over. Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and
filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five barley
loaves left over by those who had eaten.

Matthew 15:32-38

Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have
compassion for these people; they have already been with
me three days and have nothing to eat. | do not want to
send them away hungry, or they may collapse on the way.”
His disciples answered, “Where could we get enough
bread in this remote place to feed such a crowd?” “How
many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they
replied, “and a few small fish.” He told the crowd to sit
down on the ground. Then he took the seven loaves and
the fish, and when he had given thanks, he broke them
and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the
people. They all ate and were satisfied. Afterward the
disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that
were left over. The number of those who ate was four
thousand, besides women and children.

Mark 8:1-9

During those days another large crowd gathered. Since
they had nothing to eat, Jesus called his disciples to him
and said, “I have compassion for these people; they have
already been with me three days and have nothing to eat.
If | send them home hungry, they will collapse on the way,
because some of them have come a long distance.” His
disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can
anyone get enough bread to feed them?” “How many
loaves do you have?” Jesus asked. “Seven,” they replied.
He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had
taken the seven loaves and given thanks, he broke them
and gave them to his disciples to set before the people,
and they did so. They had a few small fish as well; he gave
thanks for them also and told the disciples to distribute
them. The people ate and were satisfied. Afterward the
disciples picked up seven basketfuls of broken pieces that
were left over. About four thousand men were present.

Matthew 17:27

“However, so that we do not offend them, go to the sea
and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up;
and when you open its mouth, you will find a shekel. Take
that and give it to them for you and me.”

Luke 24:40-43

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and
feet. And while they still did not believe it because of joy
and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything

here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he
took it and ate it in their presence.

John 21:1-14

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the
Sea of Tiberias. It happened this way: Simon Peter,
Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were
together. “I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them,
and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and
got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Early
in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples
did not realize that it was Jesus. He called out to them,
“Friends, haven't you any fish?” “No,” they answered. He
said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you
will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul
the net in because of the large number of fish. Then the
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he
wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it
offf and jumped into the water. The other disciples
followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they
were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. When
they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish
on it, and some bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of
the fish you have just caught.” Simon Peter climbed
aboard and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large
fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn.
Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of
the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it
was the Lord. Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to
them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was
raised from the dead.

1 Corinthians 15:39-40

All flesh is not the same: Men have one kind of flesh,
animals have another, birds another and fish another.
There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly
bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one
kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another.

To fish deeper waters:

Isaiah 6:3
1 John 4:8
Isaiah 59:2; Romans 6:23
Proverbs 20:9; Romans 3:10, 23; 1 John 1:8
John 3:16; Romans 3:25, 5:8; 1 John 2:2
1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 3:22; Mark 1:15; Romans 10:9-13
John 10:9-10
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